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High Fronted Gutters
High fronted gutters hide the lower edge of tiles or roof cladding which creates an aesthetically pleasing 
appearance. It is important that high fronted gutters are installed in such a way that if they overfl ow it 
will not result in water fl owing back into the roof or building. When installed using suspension clips the 
front face of many high fronted gutters at their lowest point will be lower than the top of the fascia, and 
this can be taken into account when designing the guttering system.

Suffi  cient overfl ow measures must be included in the design and installation of the guttering system 
in situations where a gutter overfl ow can cause water to fl ow back into a building, including into the 
eaves. The design of gutter and downpipe system installations also need to comply with specifi c rainfall 
intensities for the area of installation and adequate overfl ow provisions need to be provided to prevent 
water from entering the dwelling during heavy rainfall periods. The installer is responsible for ensuring 
the gutter system has suffi  cient drainage, downpipes and adequate overfl ow measures for the expected 
rainfall in the area.

The design and installation of guttering and downpipe systems needs to 
comply with the Building Code of Australia and Australian Standards AS/NZS 
3500.3 Plumbing and Drainage, Stormwater Drainage and AS/NZS 3500.5 
National Plumbing and Drainage, Domestic Installations. It is important that 
relevant State regulations are also satisfi ed.  For example, New South Wales 
legislation requires that all gutter and downpipe installations be undertaken 
by a suitably licensed installer who holds a current certifi cate issued by the 
NSW Offi  ce of Fair Trading. 
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Overfl ow Measures
Examples of continuous and non-continuous overfl ow measures that may 
be used in conjunction with each other to meet the relevant requirements 
are provided below. Continuous overfl ow measures allow for overfl ow 
along the complete length of the gutter, while non-continuous overfl ow 
measures are located at specifi c points along the length of the gutter. Care 
needs to be taken to ensure the system complies with the Building Code of 
Australia and the current Australian Standards.

Other non-continuous overfl ow measures include the use of rainwater 
heads with slots or weirs. Slots in the face of the gutter represent an 
additional measure which will assist in the ability of the gutter to provide 
external overfl ow. Gutters may become blocked anywhere along their 
length which means non-continuous overfl ow measures may not be 
suffi  cient to prevent water fl owing back into a building.

Additional Information
Up to date information about Stratco products, spans, installation 
requirements and technical advice can be found on our website at:
www.stratco.com.au. It is advisable to obtain current information prior to 
ordering any materials. Further details about complying with legislation 
can be found in the Stratco ̒ Selection, Use and Maintenanceʼ brochure. The 
NSW Offi  ce of Fair Trading website also provides information on complying 
with legislation:
http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/Tenants_and_home_owners/Home_
building_and_renovating/The_building_process/Residential_gutters.html.

If additional information is required contact the Stratco offi  ce in your state. 


